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NEWSLETTER   JANUARY 2024 
 
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING (4th January) 
 
A very Happy New Year to all and welcome to our first meeting of 2024. Tonight we 
welcome our speaker Bill Morris who will give a talk on “Frodsham Marshes” 
 
Bill Morton has been birding on and around Frodsham Marsh since childhood. His 
parents would take their kids for walks along the dusty hedgerow bordered lanes of the 
marsh. He would point out tree sparrows and yellowhammers on the way. He has co-
written “The Birds of Frodsham Marsh” and has written a popular bird blog of his 'patch' 
with a worldwide audience of a half million. He continues birding the marsh and tonight 
he presents to the group some highlights during the course of his time and some 
changes to the marsh over the decades. This is Bill’s first visit to the group. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Bill for what I am sure will be an entertaining and 
educational evening. 
 
COACH TRIPS 
 
The next coach trip is on Sunday 28th January to Far Ings and North Cave Wetlands 
reserves departing from the Guild at 8am. 
 
These reserves lie on either side of the Humber Estuary, North Cave on the north side 
(although Inland) and Far Ings on the south side beside the Humber Bridge. Both are 
mainly wetland reserves so we should see a good variety of wildfowl and waders. 
Kingfishers and bittern are frequently seen at Far Ings. North Cave is surrounded by 
agricultural land so farmland species can usually be seen here as well. There are hides 
at both reserves. 
 
North Cave is managed by Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and entry is free. Far Ings is 
managed by Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. No information about entry fee is supplied so 
may also be free. There are toilet and refreshment facilities at both sites. 
 
Book your seat at the desk. 



 
 
 

The February field trip is the weekend away to Minsmere. Final details to follow in the 
February newsletter. 
 
 
LAPWING LANE WALK & CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
As our 2023 Christmas walk approached, we were all rather uncertain what weather to 
expect after our snowy (and somewhat icy) trip in 2022.  We need not have 
worried.  The day broke with a beautiful blue sky and a bright warm sun.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we gathered together, the view over the pool at Lapwing Lane was stunning; golden 
reeds in the blue water and a fabulous backdrop of Jodrell Bank beyond. Very quickly 
we were treated to a fly past by a deceit of lapwings wheeling and tumbling in the sky.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we know how the Pools got their names!  Our group of 13 walkers watched for 
some while where we saw several shovelers, tufted duck and great crested grebe. The 



 
 
 

cormorants were numerous, drying their wings on every available spot just out of the 
water.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walking around Lapwing Pool, we spotted wigeon, goosander and mute swans with 
their not so young cygnets.  A sparrowhawk caught our attention as it checked out the 
opportunities available.  It joined us again later in the morning providing two great 
sightings. The twiggy woodland scrub gave us good views of great tits, coal tits, robins 
and chaffinch. There was even a bullfinch with his reddish chest glowing in the low sun. 
At first glance the water looked quiet but viewing through the binoculars revealed it was 
teeming with birds. We added moorhen, coot and goldeneye to our list, with Canada 
geese and little grebe.  A large flight of cormorants provided a stunning display as they 
flew in and landed on the water, while a kestrel hovered above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walking back to our start, we heard jays and saw blue tits, dunnock and a blackbird 
taking advantage of the berries and insects in the hedges.  
 



 
 
 

After such a good walk with so many sightings we were all ready for our Christmas 
lunch at the Egerton Arms.  The food was delicious and there was much chatter of our 
sightings today and over the past year. When I checked with everyone that I had noted 
down all our sights, Stuart added to the list that during lunch he also spotted plenty of 
Turkey - ho ho ho! 
 

Photos by Dave S, Michael T & Stuart M 
 

JANET T 
 
JON MORRIS 
 

Jon Morris, our speaker for November last 
year has won the “Action” award in the 
Amateur Photographer of the Year with his 
Kingfisher diving, showing the streak of blue. 
He was shortlisted in the “Wildlife” category 
for one of his mating Kingfisher shots and 
won the “Action” category. 
  
He donated his fee for his presentation to us, 
to Gary Jones’ Gauntlet Conservation Trust 
as a thank you to him for putting his name 
forward, and “a tip of the hat to our lovely 
group for the honour of speaking to us”.   
  
I have sent him a note of congratulations, his 
photography is beautiful and imaginative. 
 

JENNY 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MONTH’S MEETING 
 
The next indoor meeting will take place on Thursday 1st February starting at 7:30pm 
when our speaker will be Richard Steel with a talk entitled “Beyond 66 Degrees North – 
Arctic Norway”. 
 
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Still required – your articles for the newsletter. Tell us all about that birding holiday of a 
lifetime or that unusual visitor to your garden bird table. Send any interesting photos you 
have taken on our coach trips. 
 
Deadline is the Friday before the meeting. 


